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SUBJECT: KAL AIRCRAET IN USSR 

REF: SEOUL 3343 (NOTAL) 

1 . WE HAVE HEARD NOTHING AS YET THAT WOULD CONFIRM REPORT 
THAT SOVIETS MAY DETAIN CAPTAIN OP DOWNED KOREAN AIRCRAET. 
NEVERTHELESS, WE CANNOT PRECLUDE THAT POSSIBILITY. 

2. TASS PRESS ANNOUNCEMENT ON INCIDENT STATES THAT 
"COMPETENT SOVIET AUTHORITIES ARE INVESTIGATING THE 
CAUSES OP THIS VIOLATION OP THE SOVIET UNION'S AIRSPACE," 

THE SAME PHRASEOLOGY WAS USED IN SOVIET NON-PAPER HANDED 
TO DCM, AND DURING CONVERSATION WITH KAPITSA OP SOVIET 
MFA, HE REPERRED SEVERAL TIMES TO "ERRATIC " BEHAVIOR OF 
AIRCRAFT AND FAILURE TO FOLLOW SOVIET INSTRUCTIONS TO 
LAND. EVEN MORE OMINOUS WAS STATEMENT BY DEPUTY FOREIGN 
MINISTER KORNIYENKO TO AMBASSADOR THAT HE HAD HEARD 
"RUMOR" THAT CREW WAS"DRUNK", ALTHOUGH THIS STATEMENT WAS 
NOT REPEATED BY KAPITSA IN MPA. 
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3. TASS ANNOUNCEMENT AND NON-PAPER BOTH CARRIED SOMEWHAT 
MORE FAVORABLE LANGUAGE, HOWEVER, STATING THAT "PASSENGERS 
AND CREW" WERE TAKEN TO NEAREST POPULATED LOCALITY AND 
ARRANGEMENTS ARE BEING MADE POR "THEIR " TRANSPORT 
(OTPRAVKA) PROM TERRITORY OP USSR. SINCE LAST PARAGRAPH 
OP NON-PAPER SPOKE OP MINISTRY OF CIVIL AVIATION 
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TRANSPORTING "PASSENGERS" TO MURMANSK FOR POSSIBLE 
REPATRIATION BY U.S. AIRCRAFT, E/C COUNSELOR SUBSEQUENTLY 
CALLED MFA OFFICIAL (TRIFINOV) WHO WAS PRESENT KAPITSA 
SPOKE TO DCM TO ASK SPECIFICALLY IF SOVIETS INTENDED TO 
REPATRIATE CREW AS WELL AS PASSENGERS IN VIEW OF THIS 
POSSIBLE DISCREPANCY. TRIFINOV RESPONDED THAT "ALL WHO 
WERE ON BOARD THE AIRCRAFT" MAY BE PICKED UP BY U.S. 
AIRCRAFT IN MURMANSK. 

4. IN SUM, DESPITE A RATHER SOMBER BACKGROUND, WE HAVE 
HEARD NOTHING SPECIFIC TO BELIEVE CAPTAIN WILL BE DETAINED 
AND HAVE STATEMENT OF ONE MFA OFFICIAL THAT EVERYONE WILL 
BE REPATRIATED. 

5. IF SEOUL OR TOKYO HAVE ANY FURTHER INFORMATION WHICH 
WOULD SHED LIGHT OR EVALUATE REPORT THAT CAPTAIN WILL 
BE DETAINED, WE WOULD LIKE TO KNOW AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 
TOON 
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